Message from the Headmaster

There are several key times in the educational life of pupils when important decisions have to be made, they include transition from primary to secondary school and entry into the Sixth Form.  One of the most important decisions is made in Year 9 and involves the choices that your son or daughter will make as to what subjects to pursue at key stage 4 (years 10 and 11).

Until now all pupils have been taking the full range of National Curriculum subjects; it is now time for pupils to choose those subjects in which they wish to specialise.  This will mean a greater number of lessons in these subjects over the next two years.

There are certain subjects that remain compulsory in the National Curriculum.  This is the core; every pupil has to study English, mathematics, science, religious education, Welsh, physical education and personal and social education.

In addition, there are four option columns that enable specialisation.  In order for pupils to make informed choices, this booklet is provided to describe the courses on offer.  Pupils have already been given details of these courses as part of our year programme and a Parents’ Evening has been arranged for 3:30 p.m. on Thursday 12 March 2009. This will be an opportunity to find out about any new courses that are available.  Consequently, as this is such an important evening, we strongly advise that every parent and pupil attends.  
Parents should consider a number of factors in helping their son and daughter to choose.  Firstly, the suitability of the course – particularly regarding any future careers.  Secondly, how much interest they have in the subject – the greater the enthusiasm the better.  Thirdly, look back at past Progress Reports; the attainment grade in each subject is important – but the effort grade is vital.

There are some common mistakes made in choosing options.  Do not make choices on the basis of the current teacher - there may well be a different teacher for GCSE.  Also do not make choices on the basis of what your son or daughter’s friends are studying – what might be perfectly suitable for them might be wrong for your child.

Parents often ask why children have to make their choices with almost half the year remaining?  The answer is that we have to plan now for the next academic year.  In particular we have to ensure that we have the correct staffing levels.  It must also be pointed out that we cannot guarantee that a course will run.  If insufficient numbers opt for a particular subject it may be withdrawn.  Similarly a course might be oversubscribed, in which case account is taken of the effort made in that subject to date.  Hopefully, our planning is correct and all pupils will be accommodated in their first choice subjects.  It is also important to point out that once option choices have been made it does not mean that pupils can ‘drop’ or put in less effort in the subjects they have chosen not to pursue at key stage 4.

Finally, I conclude with the message that Blaengwawr has a reputation as a caring school with a family atmosphere.  If you require any further advice or assistance please do not hesitate to contact the school.  If you wish to speak with me personally I will be more that happy to do so.
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D S Evans

Headmaster

February 2009
The school prepares and enters pupils for three examination courses, which are organised by the Welsh Joint Education Committee, and other examination boards.

1. 
General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE)

The examination results are graded A*, A, B, C, D, E, F, G, and unclassified (u). The GCSE sets out to measure what a pupil knows or can do and not what he/she does not know. There is less emphasis on memorisation of facts and more emphasis on application of techniques and knowledge. Most GCSE courses contains a constituent, known as ‘coursework’, which has to be completed by the pupil before the examination and is counted as a part of the overall result. The actual proportion of coursework in each subject does vary and the pages that follow will detail what is involved.

In many subjects, a pupil is offered a choice of examination papers, which differ in difficulty, for example

Choice 1 might lead to a result in the range A* – E.

Choice 2 might lead to a result in the range C – G.

Decisions concerning which examinations are to be sat are taken in the months preceding the final examination and will be made in full consultation with the pupil concerned.

2.         BTEC First Certificate
The BTEC (Business and Technician Education Council) First Certificate is a Level 2 qualification, equivalent to two identical GCSE grades at A*-C. It is being offered for the first time at Blaengwawr in retail.

If a pupil chooses to pursue this subject, then they must choose the subject in BOTH option columns in which it appears, that is, Options C AND D. 

3. Certificate in Digital Applications (CiDA)
This course in information and communication technology is done entirely on the computer. Pupils completing Unit 1 can gain the Award in Digital Applications (AiDA), equivalent to one GCSE grade A*-G. They can then proceed to complete a further unit, equivalent to two GCSE grades A*-G known as the Certificate in Digital Applications (CiDA).
4. Entry Level Certificate

This examination is available in a variety of subjects and is designed to measure qualities such as practical skills, effort and attitude, as well as traditional academic achievement. The results are obtained by continuous assessment as the course progresses and will not depend solely upon an examination at the end of year 11. The courses have been designed to be interesting and rewarding for the pupil and to meet the needs of prospective employers. The final examinations for Entry Level are held in the Spring Term in year 11. Pupils’ achievement will be reported at three levels: Entry 3, Entry 2 and Entry 1, with Entry 3 denoting the highest level of achievement.

5. ASDAN Life Skills Award and CoPE Certificate
ASDAN is an exciting course offering a variety of challenges for pupils working at levels 1–3 in the National Curriculum.

The ASDAN Awards progress through bronze, silver, gold and university levels. The awarded certificates are recognised qualifications and can progress all students into the sixth form, which is a very exciting opportunity.

Each award is designed to develop, assess and accredit key skills and recognise personal qualities and achievements within school and the community. The award scheme aims to enable young people to understand themselves and others in a better way and to be more prepared for adult life outside school.

Pupils will work on various topics and challenges, using key skills to build up a comprehensive file, which provides evidence for the awarded credits, which count toward the Bronze Certificate. This is a flexible course, which will involve some topics being taught outside school and visiting places of interest in the community.

Strong personal and social skills are very important for life long learning and the ASDAN Award promotes this in a practical and interesting way.

Pupils studying for this course will also take the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE), which is a qualification for PSE, citizenship and work-related learning. CoPE is equivalent to a GCSE grade B at level 2 and grade E/F at level 1.

If a pupil chooses to pursue this subject, then they must choose the subject in BOTH option columns in which it appears, that is, Options A AND B. 

HOW MANY SUBJECTS WILL PUPILS BE STUDYING?
Some subjects are compulsory:
All pupils will study the following:

English

Mathematics

Science

Personal and Social Education

Cymraeg (Welsh) 

Religious Education

Physical Education

Other subjects are to be chosen from four option groups: 

Option A

Option B

Option C 

Option D 

ONE subject should be chosen from each option group. Subjects chosen that are marked with an asterisk (*) on the Options Form MUST be chosen in BOTH option groups in which they occur. 

An example of an Options Form is included at the back of this booklet.

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS

ENGLISH/ENGLISH LITERATURE - GCSE
All pupils will follow the WJEC syllabus for both courses. This allows maximum integration of English and literature for students and is, therefore, beneficial to pupils in their application of the spoken and written word across the whole curriculum.

The assessment structures for these courses are as follows:


           English




English Literature

Two terminal examinations
60%

One terminal examination 70%


Written coursework

20%

Written coursework
30%


Speaking & Listening

20%



Speaking and Listening
Students will be assessed throughout the course in a variety of formal and informal contexts.

Written Coursework
Entry for both courses with the WJEC allows the student to enter one coursework folder, encompassing the written coursework requirements for both GCSEs.

This coursework folder must contain six responses:

Narrative Writing; Shakespeare; Different Cultures’ Poetry; Prose pre-1914; Poetry pre-1914; Discussion Writing.

Examinations
Two tiers of papers are offered at GCSE. The Foundation Tier allows students to gain G to C grades while the Higher Tier allows students to gain D to A* grades. In order for students to be entered for the Higher Tier, the WJEC requires students to have produced coursework at grade C or above.

English Language Paper 1 (2 hours) is based on the comprehension of a prose passage from the ‘English Literary Heritage’ and two pieces of writing, one to inform, explain or describe and one to explore, imagine or entertain.

English Language Paper 2 (2 hours) is based on the reading of non-fiction and media texts and two pieces of writing, one to argue, persuade or advise and one to analyse, review or comment.

English Literature (2½ hours) requires a critical response to twentieth century prose and a critical response to twentieth century drama and a guided response to an unseen poem.

ENTRY LEVEL ENGLISH
Pupils working at National Curriculum levels 1-3 will follow the Entry Level syllabus, which provides a varied, worthwhile and accessible course. Some students will be entered for both Entry Level and GCSE English, since it is departmental policy to enter any student who may gain a G grade at GCSE for GCSE English.

MATHEMATICS – GCSE
Pupils will follow the Edexcel GCSE modular syllabus in mathematics. This qualification offers a flexible, modular route to GCSE Mathematics. It is intended to motivate students by giving both formative and diagnostic feedback from the modular tests throughout the course, enabling teachers and students to identify any areas for improvement. 
Pupils have a new and exciting opportunity to study mathematics in manageable modular blocks. This qualification which will have been started in Year 9 will give pupils the chance to obtain a GCSE by the end of Year 10 and the opportunity to study a further (one year) GCSE Statistics qualification in Year 11.
Assessment

There is no coursework in this specification. External assessment comprises tests for Unit 1 (Handling Data) and Unit 2 (Number and Algebra/Shape, Space and Measure 1), plus a terminal examination (Number and Algebra/Shape, Space and Measure 2). The units comprising the assessment and weighting as a percentage of the final qualification are summarised in the table below.
	
	UNIT TESTS
	TERMINAL PAPERS

	
	UNIT 1
	UNIT 2
	UNIT 3

	
	Section A Calculator

Section B Non-Calculator
	Stage 1 

Non-Calculator


	Stage 2 Calculator
	Non-Calculator Paper
	Calculator Paper

	Percentage Weighting
	20%
	15%
	15%
	25%
	25%

	Foundation Tier

(G to C)
	Paper 5

40 minutes
	Paper 7

30 minutes
	Paper 9

30 minutes
	Paper 11

1 hour
	Paper 13

1 hour

	Higher Tier

(D to A*)
	Paper 6

40 minutes
	Paper 8

30 minutes
	Paper 10

30 minutes
	Paper 12

1 hour 

10 minutes
	Paper 14

1 hour

10 minutes


MATHEMATICS – ENTRY LEVEL
An Entry Level qualification is available for those pupils who find foundation level difficult. Entry level consists of three modules increasing in difficulty. These consist of a written paper, an aural paper and three practical tasks. All tasks are appropriate to the level of ability.
Pupils will study topics in:

· Number and algebra

· Shape, space and measure

· Data handling
In addition to the modular elements, there is one final written examination and one project to complete. Pupils can achieve grades 1-3, with 3 being the highest grade.

SCIENCE – GCSE 

Science, and its wide applications, forms an essential part of the world in which we live. It has, therefore, become an increasingly important qualification in today’s workplace.

Pupils will study a balanced science course, but there has been a significant change to the course since September 2006. Pupils used to be awarded two identical GCSE grades at the end of year 11. Now pupils will study GCSE Science in year 10, leading to a single GCSE award, and GCSE Additional Science in year 11, resulting in a second award. The two grades will not necessarily be identical. The course contains the new GCSE’s ‘core’ requirements, which are designed to make the subject more relevant and engaging. The knowledge and understanding aspects of this course are summarised as:

· Organisms and health

· Chemical and material behaviour

· Energy, electricity and radiations

· Environment, Earth and the universe

GCSE Additional Science is a foundation for AS and A2 syllabuses in any, or all, of the three separate sciences. It will be an important qualification for pupils who wish to pursue a career in science, engineering, technology, medicine and many other careers that require a science subject at GCSE.  

Assessment

GCSE Science involves three units, externally assessed (45 minutes for both Foundation and Higher Tier for each of the three units), plus an internally assessed, untiered assessment covering biology, chemistry and physics. The external assessments will be sat during November 2008, January and June 2009. 

The internal assessment for GCSE Science and GCSE Additional Science consists of practical work, for completion wholly during class time.

GCSE Additional Science involves another three units, externally assessed, plus internal assessment, as above.

The units comprising the assessment are summarised in the table below, plus their weighting (in brackets) as a percentage of each qualification.

	Qualification
	External Units (Percentage Weighting)
	

	
	Biology
	Chemistry
	Physics
	Internal

	Science


	Biology 1

(20%)
	Chemistry 1

(20%)
	Physics 1

(20%)
	Internal 1

(Biology+Chemistry+ Physics) (40%)

	Additional Science


	Biology 2

(20%)
	Chemistry 2

(20%)
	Physics 2

(20%)
	Internal 2

(Biology+Chemistry+ Physics) (40%)


ENTRY LEVEL SCIENCE
This modular course is designed for lower attaining pupils, and is consistent with the statutory orders of the National Curriculum.

The course has been designed to motivate pupils and give them opportunities to show what they know, understand and can do. A large practical bias to this course allows pupils to learn through experimental discovery and appropriate investigative skills. Achievable goals and tasks appropriate to the pupils’ level of ability are set at regular stages throughout the course in the form of oral, practical and end-of-module tests. The realisation of these goals enhances the pupils' status and self-esteem, encouraging them to maximise their potential. 

In addition to the modular assessment there is a final written examination.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
All pupils who do not opt to study religious studies at GCSE level will follow a compulsory half unit course.

The course is designed to be personally challenging. As pupils explore the relevance of religion to peoples' lives, they are being prepared for life in the multi-cultural, multi-faith society in which we live.

CYMRAEG (WELSH)

Welsh is a core subject for all pupils. It will be a short course, which will be examinable and will cover some of the units of the GCSE course.

Welsh has become an increasingly marketable subject and is in even greater demand with the arrival of the National Assembly in Cardiff and all the employment opportunities presented.

.
PERSONAL and SOCIAL EDUCATION
‘Personal and social education (PSE) attempts to enable pupils to understand the complex society in which they live. It seeks to give them the skills, attitudes and understanding they need to achieve greater maturity and to become responsible citizens’.

It is concerned with fundamental educational aims, to which every aspect of school life makes a contribution. Everything that takes place in a school has the potential for influencing personal and social development in either a positive or negative way.

AIMS 

· to provide the knowledge, understanding and skills to make informed choices;

· to enable pupils to make sense of their personal and social experience

· to help pupils prepare for adult life in a changing society;

· to help pupils develop positive attitudes to their own and other’s development

· to understand and develop relationships;

· to promote positive attitudes to gender equality and cultural diversity

Personal and social education is the planned learning that a school provides in order to support and encourage the personal and social development of pupils.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical education is a core subject in the National Curriculum at key stage 4 (years 10 and11) and as such is compulsory for all pupils.

At key stage 4 pupils will study two activities selected from the following  ‘Areas of Activity’: games, gymnastics, athletics, swimming and outdoor adventurous activities. At least one of the activities will involve a competitive game.

The two activities will involve an in-depth study requiring the pupils to demonstrate advanced levels of skills.

During the programmes of study pupils will need to recognise and undertake different roles such as performer, coach, or official. They will need to evaluate accurately and make judgements using relevant technical terms. Pupils must show an understanding of the principles used to prepare and monitor a personal programme for a healthy lifestyle.

Pupils with a good attendance and participation level will be able to use the local Michael Sobell Sports’ Centre for their lessons. Activities such as badminton, basketball, squash, weight training, kick-boxing and aerobics are on offer at the Centre.

At school a more traditional curriculum will be offered: hockey, netball, tennis and athletics for the girls; rugby, football, cricket and athletics for the boys. They will also have the opportunity to use the school’s new Astroturf pitch.

NOTE:


If a pupil chooses a full GCSE course in religious studies or Welsh in an option column, they will not be allowed to follow the half unit course.  Another course will be provided.

SUMMARY OF YEAR 10 OPTIONS

	Option A
	Course
	Staff Contact

	
	
	

	· Geography
	GCSE
	Miss ML John

	· Information & Communication Technology
	CiDA
	Miss NR Gatiss

	· Land and Environment
	BTEC
	Miss HF Wagner

	· Life Skills*
	ASDAN
	Mr M Gale

	· Music
	GCSE
	Mr SE Edwards

	· Religious Studies
	GCSE
	Mr M Roberts

	· Technology: Graphics
	GCSE
	Miss LS Webb

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Option B
	
	

	
	
	

	· Cymraeg
	GCSE 
	Mrs J Morgan

	· Information & Communication Technology
	CiDA
	Miss NR Gatiss

	· Life Skills*
	ASDAN
	Mr M Gale

	· Technology: Food
	GCSE
	Mrs NB Powell

	· Technology: Product Design
	GCSE
	Mr I Merriman

	· Technology: Resistant Materials
	GCSE
	Mr I Merriman

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Option C
	
	

	
	
	

	· Art and Design
	GCSE
	Mr AR Francis

	· French
	GCSE
	Mrs DA Hope

	· History
	GCSE
	Mr G Holt

	· Media Studies
	GCSE
	Miss SJ Dodwell

	· Performing Arts
	BTEC
	Miss RA Davies

	· Physical Education
	Entry Level
	Mrs TM Morgan

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Option D
	
	

	
	
	

	· Business  Studies
	BTEC
	Miss NR Gatiss

	· Child Development
	GCSE 
	Mrs NB Powell

	· Design Technology
	Entry Level
	Mr I Merriman

	· Media Studies
	GCSE
	Mrs CL Woodfine

	· Physical Education
	GCSE
	Mrs TM Morgan

	· Public Services
	BTEC
	Mrs AJ Smith

	· Religious Studies
	GCSE
	Mr M Roberts


N.B.  the staff contact is the head of department/teacher-in-charge. It does not imply
        that this person will, necessarily, teach the course.

*  this subject must be chosen in each of the two option columns in which it appears.
OPTION CHOICES

ART AND DESIGN – GCSE (OPTION C)
Pupils who choose art and design in year 10 will be committing themselves to a two-year course leading to the GCSE examination. The coursework is structured to make it enjoyable for all pupils, and is designed for the full GCSE ability range grades A* - G.

Provision has been made for the development of new technology within the subject, such as computer aided learning and digital imaging, although some technologies already exist within the boundaries of art and design, for example, ceramics, photography and printmaking. 
1. Course Content

Pupils will undertake two units of study during the course, namely Assessment 1 and Assessment 2.
Assessment 1

Pupils will be expected to present a portfolio of work that addresses all of the assessment objectives. They will undertake two areas of study based on one theme or task. These areas of study include three-dimensional design and graphic design.

The portfolio is set and assessed by the art department and externally moderated. The total marks available will be 60 per cent.
Assessment 2
This is an externally set assignment. Pupils will choose from a set of themes, images or tasks. A period of time is allowed for preparatory work and is followed by a ten hour supervised period where the pupil will realise their final outcome.
Assessment 2 is externally set, assessed by the art department and externally moderated. The total marks available will be 40 per cent.
What use will art and design be to me?

For those who wish to take up art and design as a career, the opportunities in this field of work are wider and more varied now than they have ever been. Pupils may wish to pursue the subject to a higher level through AS and Advanced Level and then onto a foundation course and degree course. Pupils could also follow on from GCSE to the next level of vocational qualification (such as a Level 3 Diploma in Foundation Studies).
Below is a list of some of the many fields in which a qualified, trained artist could be employed: 

Television, films, magazine work, illustration, fashion design, fabric and wallpaper designing, graphic design, web design, animation, advertising, designing for one of the large pottery manufacturers, industrial design, teaching or lecturing as an art specialist. Other professions, which require a creative, as well as a scientific ability, are architecture and engineering, where art is a recommended area of study.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT – GCSE (OPTION D)
The course is designed to give pupils an opportunity to extend and apply their skills, knowledge and understanding of the development and care of children from conception to the age of five years. It will enable them to extend their design and technological abilities and to use all six key skills.

1. Course Content

(a) Social Background and Development

Pupils will study the family and the child; responsibility and preparation for parenthood; the family and the child within the community and the stages of social and emotional development of the child.

(b) Food and Health

This involves the study the principles of a healthy diet, for babies and young children; special dietary needs and food safety.

(c) Physical Development

Pupils will study preparation for pregnancy; birth of the baby and post-natal care and the stages of physical development of the child.

(d) Intellectual Development

This covers how children learn; learning through play and factors affecting learning.

2. Assessment

Coursework is an important part in the child development course and is worth 70 per cent of the final GCSE grade and has two parts.

(a) Child Study

This is worth 40 per cent of the final grade. It should be 2,000-3,000 words in length. It must demonstrate an observation of a child over an extended period of time. The pupil must engage in active learning with the child and use the theory learned in class to back up observations.

(b) Board Prescribed Task

This is worth 30 per cent of the final grade. The examination board (WJEC) will issue pupils with the task in January 2011, and they must then collect relevant sources and materials. The task will begin with a two-hour session during the last week of January, followed by an additional eight hours decided, and closely monitored by the class teacher. ICT may be used where appropriate. Pupils should draw on work completed during the child study. This work should be 5 sides of A3 paper in length (or approximately 2,000 words).

(c) Theory Paper (1½ hours) 

This is worth 30 per cent of the final grade. All questions are compulsory. There will be two tiered papers with pupils being entered for one.
                                 Paper 1 – Foundation Tier covering grades C to G

                                 Paper 2 – Higher Tier covering grades A* to D

Why study Child Development?

Child development is an ideal course for pupils who wish to understand children and families and wish to seek a fulfilling career in the helping professions including working with young children in nurseries, child care centres and education. They may work with children as teaching assistants or in hospitals. Such occupations may be full-time or part-time. The course is also ideal preparation for further study in health and social care. And, of course, as most pupils will go on to become parents themselves, it is an ideal preparation for parenthood. 

Due to the high amount of coursework and study which must be done outside the classroom, pupils must ensure that they are dedicated to the subject and (in order to for fill the child study portion of the course) have regular access to a child under the age of 5.

CYMRAEG (WELSH) – GCSE (OPTION B)

This course is intended for pupils whose first language is not Welsh, and who have obtained their knowledge of Welsh mainly at school.

Aims of the course

(a) To ensure that every candidate is aware of the extensive use made of the language in Wales today.

(b) To equip pupils with a sound knowledge of Welsh in order to enhance employment opportunities in all fields throughout the country.

(c) To give them first-hand experience of the language in various situations that they will meet, including the workplace.

Assessment

	Oral Examination

Written Examination

Written Examination
	-

-

-

-
	20% (5-10 minutes)

Pair/group activities

10% (approximately 45 minutes)

30% (2 hours)

Reading     -    15%

Writing       -    15%




	Internal Assessment of Coursework              -     40%

	Oral

Reading

Writing


	-

-

-
	20%

10%

10%


Coursework assessment will be based on creating two tasks on specific topics. One pack will be associated with work, and the second pack will be associated with literature.

Both packs will cover oracy, reading and writing skills.

Differentiation

GCSE grades A* - C will be awarded, with candidates being entered for Foundation or Higher Tier.

· Foundation Tier will assess grades C – G.
· Higher Tier will assess grades A* – D.
FRENCH – GCSE (OPTION C)

Although we like to think of English as the international language, we need to think carefully before we decide that it is the only language we need to know. Consider the following points:

1. As a European citizen you have the right to live and work in any other country in the European Union. Could you take full advantage of this opportunity unless you speak the language?

2. Many courses in further and higher education now have a European element to them. They include mechanical engineering and a modern foreign language, biochemistry and a modern foreign language, business and a modern foreign language, even mathematics and a modern foreign language … and there are many more. You would need a foreign language to at least GCSE level for these courses.

3. Businesses in this country need people who can communicate in other languages at all levels. A study undertaken by the Department of Trade and Industry revealed that ‘lack of a foreign language had been a barrier to trade’. This means that firms are losing valuable business because they do not speak other languages.

4. The majority of young people in other European countries continue their study of a foreign language until they are eighteen years old. In some countries two foreign languages are compulsory. Is this perhaps why, according to the Association of Language Learners ‘… the British are losing jobs to foreigners because of their poor language skills’?

5. Familiarity with one foreign language, and the skills mastered in learning it, are of great benefit when it comes to acquiring another foreign language. Who knows what languages you will need to know in the future?

What will I learn?

You will learn how to understand much of the language written and spoken in France and other French-speaking countries, and express yourself in speech and writing on a range of topics, giving opinions and seeking information, explaining and describing.

Some of these topics (such as school, free time and holidays) will already be familiar to you. These are studied in greater depth, together with new topics such as the environment, working life and the culture of other countries.

The course is centred around the series of Fusee coursebooks which you have already been using, and will include the use of videos, computers and the opportunity to participate in the educational visit to Normandy.

What about the examination?

The GCSE examination is in two tiers – Foundation and Higher level. The four communication skills – listening, reading, speaking and writing are assessed individually, and there are differentiated papers in each of the skills. The written part of the course involves producing five pieces of written coursework under examination conditions in the classroom. Pupils enter one level or the other, though not necessarily the same one for each skill. The maximum grade available for pupils who enter all skills at the foundation level is a grade C, whilst the higher level allows for a grade in the range A* to D.

GEOGRAPHY – GCSE (OPTION A)
Geography is concerned with the acquisition of a sense of place and with the identification and study of the processes responsible for the location and spatial patterns of man and landscape. (It provides an insight into other ways of life at rural, urban, national and global levels and demonstrates their interdependence). Geography increases mutual understanding and promotes tolerance towards different communities and culture. In fact, the knowledge gained, the skills learned and the attitudes developed in geography cross traditional subject boundaries and help pupils in their understanding of many other areas of the school curriculum. Thus geography provides a sound basis for young people to make informed judgements on many contemporary situations and problems. Furthermore, geography fosters an awareness of the environment and helps instil a sense of responsibility towards it.

GCSE Course
Candidates will be required to take two papers: 

Paper 1 (40%)

Paper 2 (35%) 

And undertake a Controlled Assessment (25%).

Each paper has 2 tiers - Higher (A*-D) and Foundation (C-G). 

GCSE Syllabus  

The syllabus consists of two sections as follows: 

Unit 1 – The Core (40 per cent)
This section contains six compulsory topics:
A – The Physical World

1. Water

2. Climate Change

3. Living in an Active Zone

B – A Global World
4. Changing Populations

5. Interdependence

6. Development

Unit 2 – Options (35 per cent)
Three out of the six options have to be chosen; one physical, one human and one other.
A – Physical Options
7. Our Changing Coastline

8. Weather and Climate

9. Living Things

B – Human Options

10. Tourism
11. Retail and Urban Change
12. Economic change and Wales
Controlled Assessment (25 per cent)
There are two components to this section:

1. A fieldwork enquiry (10 per cent)

2. A problem-solving/decision making research exercise (15 per cent)

HISTORY – GCSE (OPTION C)
The Course – Route B
The course consists of four modules of work. Each module will last approximately one term.

	Unit 1
	A Study in Depth
	Germany in transition, 1929-1947

	Unit 2
	A Thematic Study
	The changing role and status of women in Wales and England, 1900 to the present day

	Unit 3
	A Development Study
	Changes in crime and punishment in Wales and England, 1530 to the present day

	Unit 4
	An investigation into an Issue of Historical Debate or Controversy
	An externally set two-part assignment set by the WJEC and internally moderated


Scheme of Assessment

The course is assessed through three one-hour examinations for Units 1-3 and an internal assessment for Unit 4. Unit 3 will be examined in 2010.
	(a)
	Examination Paper 1
	2 hours, based on the study in depth and thematic study

	(b)
	Examination Paper 2
	1¼ hours, based on the study in development

	(c)
	Coursework
	All candidates must submit coursework that is based

on local history


Revising for the Examination
Revision for GCSE history must begin at the start of the course. In order to help achieve success in the examination all pupils will have regular revision tests. These will test the skills that are assessed in the final examination. Each pupil will have an individual record sheet, which is taken home for parents to monitor progress. Progress in these tests is important to ensure success in the final examination. 

GCSE Results
Over the last sixteen years 337 out of 502 pupils have passed at grades A* to C with 232 of those achieving A*, A or B grades.

Will it be any use to me when I’m older?

Besides being interesting, history is very useful. Employers who see that you have a GCSE qualification in history know certain things about you. They know that you have taken on certain skills, which while learnt through history, can be applied to all sorts of other situations. 

Employers now want people who are independent thinkers; open minded; disciplined; good at problem solving.

There is a wide range of jobs and careers to which history can make a contribution. Some careers demand history as a necessary qualification, for example, archaeology, archivist, lawyer and town planner. Other careers actively seek history as a desirable qualification, such as law, civil service, nursing, local government, journalist, librarian, police, teaching, courier and diplomatic service.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY: CERTIFICATE/DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL APPLICATIONS 

Why Study ICT?

How do you find out about the future?  You might think that it is all down to fate and that you cannot change what is going to happen to you but you would be wrong!  The choices we make in school and at work have a great influence on what happens to us.  
One thing is certain - there will be far more information technology around in the twenty-first century and the successful people will be those who understand it and know how to use it.  Do you plan to be one of them?

The spread of information technology has a far-reaching impact on all aspects of industry, commerce, business, recreation, government, education and social services. 

It is initially important, therefore, that today’s workforce and those who will be embarking on their careers in the future should have an understanding of information technology and how it can most advantageously be applied.  ICT is a compulsory subject up to Year 11 in all English schools.  Pupils will also gain a Level 2 Key Skills qualification if they gain an A*-C grade in GCSE Information Technology, that’s 2 qualifications in one!!!!  Key Skills qualifications will give points to university entrants.

 DIPLOMA in DIGITAL APPLICATIONS Double Award 
This new course is designed to create confident users of digital applications.   It is done completely on computer and the students are expected to create an E-portfolio (website), which will be sent to the examiners for grading.

There are 4 awards available:

The Award in Digital Applications (AiDA) is given on completion of Unit 1:Using ICT.  This award has already been started in Year 9 and some pupils hope to gain this by the end of this year’s study, giving them a qualification equivalent to 1 GCSE

The Certificate in Digital Applications (CiDA) is made up of Unit 1 and Unit 2: Multimedia.  Pupils can select to do Level 2 which will enable them to gain the equivalent to 2 GCSEs

The Certificate in Digital Applications + (CiDA+) is made up of Unit 1, Unit 2 and Unit 3 Graphics.  Pupils can select to do Level 2 which will enable them to gain the equivalent to 3 GCSEs

The Diploma in Digital Applications (DiDA) consists of 4 units. Units1,2,3 and 4:ICT in Enterprise.  This will allow the pupils to gain up to 4 GCSEs.

This course is not for the faint-hearted!  Dedication and initiative will be required if the pupils are to achieve the DiDA , whatever level they choose to do.

Both courses will allow pupils to gain skills, which will be useful in all subjects, and in a range of future careers, from shop assistants to computer programmers!

LIFE SKILLS – ASDAN BRONZE AWARD and CoPE CERTIFICATE (OPTIONS A & B)

The ASDAN course offers pupils a variety of challenges which will be presented in a Portfolio of Evidence to gain the Bronze Award Certificate. This Certificate can then be used towards gaining the new CoPE qualification (Certificate of Personal Effectiveness) which is the equivalent of a GCSE certificate.
Entry requirements show the course to be suitable for pupils working at Levels 1-3 in the National curriculum, and for those who select Entry Level qualifications in their option choices for key stage 4.
Pupils will work on various topics and challenges which will incorporate the study of Key Skills and Wider Key Skills. Within each task or challenge pupils will improve their communication, numeracy and ICT skills. They will also develop wider key skills of problem solving, working with others and improving their own learning and performance.
This flexible course will involve some topic areas being taught outside of school. Visits will be made to places of interest in the community and outside agencies such as the fire service, police force and Samaritans will be invited to school to talk about social problems within the local and wider areas.
Some of the activities that pupils will be involved in to gain the Bronze Award include:

Information Handling – researching topical matters in newspapers and magazines, writing letters, completing application forms and telephone, email and faxing skills.
Community - visits and arranging for guest speakers to attend school. Examples of visits are the Magistrates Court, Fire Station and Police Station. Examples of guest speakers are the Samaritans, Citizens Advice Bureau, Police, Shelter and other charitable organisations.– visits to places of interest in the local community – fire station – police station – Magistrates Court – local industry – museums – guest speakers to include the Samaritans – drug squad – Shelter.
Free Membership of the Prince’s Trust XL Club – with its fun activities – after school club – educational visits and residential experience.  Also the opportunity to be accredited with the Prince’s Trust XL Bronze Certificate as well as the ASDAN Bronze Certificate. 
Select ASDAN Award from both Option Blocks A and B.

MEDIA STUDIES – GCSE (OPTION C or D)

Why should we study the media?

Studying the media involves looking, watching, listening and participating in, discussing and producing a range of media products. We are not often fully aware of just how much of the media we consume. Think about how large a part the media play in your daily life. Most of the information we receive about the world is through the media. We rely on the media to keep us informed and also to entertain us. We probably talk more about the media with our friends than about anything else. Does a day go by when you do not discuss with friends or family a film or television programme that you have seen or a piece of music that you have listened to? The media, then, play a very important part in our lives. Something as important as this should be understood much better than it is. Media studies offers the opportunity to think critically and imaginatively about the relationship between the media, the individual and society. When we develop a deeper understanding of how and why media texts are created we are able to enjoy them more.

This course is intended to help you, as a student of the media, to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to explore the media effectively. It is important to be able to think about the media from your own point of view, based upon thorough knowledge and understanding: you need to be informed before you can offer a convincing point of view. Analysis and interpretation may need some guidance, which is what this course offers. It will not give you all the answers – you will be expected to do some of your own research and independent study.

The study is more than just about the products themselves. It entails investigating the people who made them and thinking about what type of people consume them and what they gain from them. It is becoming very important in modern life. It plays a crucial role in society by providing information about the world, creating opportunities and offering pleasure and entertainment in different media forms. The department, allows pupils to study modern media through the work of media organisations, texts and audiences and through their own coursework such as making a video for a television commercial, a pop music video, creating their own CD cover, producing a magazine or newspaper, an animated film, a script for a radio programme or creating a web page for the internet. Pupils will use traditional methods and information and communication technology (ICT) to achieve this and use the new technologies to share these texts with a range of people at local, national and international levels via the internet.

Assessment

Examination (50%) The examination has four questions which focus on audio-visual stimulus material such as television, film, radio, video, web sites, pop music, digital technology, animation and interactive/multi-media. Another four questions are focused on still images or print, drawn from newspapers, magazines, posters, advertisements, brochures and web page designs.

Coursework (50%) The three coursework assignments must be chosen from at least two different media. One assignment is based on textual analysis; one assignment is based on pre-production and one assignment based on production.

Career Opportunities

Media is one of the most popular degree courses undertaken in the United Kingdom. The GCSE qualification (which can be continued to AS and A2 level in Blaengwawr) would be relevant to almost any career from the police force, fashion and digital photography industries, journalism, ICT industries, teaching or to working in the television, film, radio and music industries.

MUSIC – GCSE (OPTION A)
Music at GCSE level builds on the skills developed in Years 7-9 covering three main areas: 

· Listening  

· Performing 




· Composing  

Currently we follow the AQA music syllabus, which emphasises the development of performing skills to enable pupils to participate in the widest range of musical activities in the school and local community. It is also able to stimulate an appreciation, understanding and enjoyment of music through an active involvement in the three musical activities.

The GCSE examination will consist of four elements:

1. Composing Coursework
Pupils complete a folio of a completed composition, in any style. The pupils will not be expected to play or sing their work, but will organise a recording and complete a detailed write-up of their work, which is then sent to the examiner. The use of synthesisers, sequencers and computers in music is explained and encouraged. This is worth 25 per cent of the total marks. Pupils will be expected to attend extra-curricular activities throughout the duration of the course.
2. Performing Coursework
Each candidate will perform on any instrument or sing:

· A solo performance;

· An ensemble performance (that is, with at least one other pupil and/or teacher).

These need not be in public, but a pupil’s best effort will be recorded onto tape and sent off for assessment by an examiner. This is worth 25 per cent of the total marks.

3. Integrated Assignment
One final composition, which is completed in the Spring Term of year 11, is based on a brief given by the examination board. Candidates will compose suitable music, help make a recording and write an evaluation of their work. This is worth 25 per cent of the total marks.

4. Listening and Appraising Test
This involves listening to a wide variety of music from modern ‘pop’ composers to music from other cultures. In particular we will be studying music for film, dance, special events, orchestral landmarks and popular song since the 1960s. This listening test forms the final examination and is taken at the same time as the other written papers in the Summer Term of year 11. This is worth 25 per cent of the total marks.

Why GCSE Music?

Music can give you the chance to continue to expand and improve skills you already have. It gives you the opportunity to gain a qualification for an enjoyable activity, which could lead to AS level music, or be an end in itself.

PERFORMING ARTS - BTEC INTRODUCTORY CERTIFICATE (OPTION C)
Would you like to make a fresh start on a course that allows you to learn in a different way and really prepares you for the world of work?  If you are interested in drama, dance or music this course could be for you.
What will you study?

The skills and training needed for particular jobs.

Different types of organisations within the performing arts.

How your job will affect your lifestyle.

How will you be assessed?

There is no examination at the end of this course.  You will be expected to complete a project on different jobs, organisations and venues and a range of smaller assignments all based on working in the ‘Performing Arts’ such as preparing a personal statement and portfolio for employment.

What job could the course prepare you for?

· DJ
· Actor, dancer, musician, circus performer
· Set designer, set constructor, costume designer

· Stage manager 
· Wardrobe assistant

· Lighting designer

· Lighting operator

· Sound designer

· Sound operator

· Box office manager

· Merchandiser, front of house manager 

· Administrative assistant (marketing, finance, legal aspects)

· Electrician 

· Musician support

PHYSICAL EDUCATION – GCSE (OPTION D)
The course will be of particular value to pupils who show an aptitude for practical work in physical education and games. There will, however, be a strong emphasis on the theoretical aspects of physical education and games, which will require a firm academic commitment. It is intended that the theory elements will arise from, and during, the practical activities which are stressed throughout the course.

Course Content:
Practical  (60%)

Students must offer four activities each carrying a weighting of 15 per cent. Examples of some of the practical activities that can be offered are:

· Soccer

· Rugby

· Netball

· Hockey

· Badminton

· Gymnastics

· Swimming

· Circuit training 

· Step aerobics

Theory  (40%)    

Students will study three areas:

1.   The observation, analysis and appreciation of practical work. 

2.   Physical fitness and its application to general health.

3. Contemporary, sociological and historical aspects of physical education and sport.

Coursework

All pupils will complete a piece of written coursework, based on a training programme devised and carried out by themselves.

Assessment
Paper
1
(20%)
1½ hours  - Video analysis and a written analysis of physical

                                                        performance and factors affecting performance.

Paper
2
(20%)
1½ hours  - Written paper on the effects of exercise on the

                                                       body and the skill and psychological factors that

                                                       could affect a person’s performance.

Practical
(60%)


Career Opportunities








Specific areas where the course is relevant for future career prospects include:

teaching (not only physical education teaching), the sports and leisure industry; H.M. forces; sports journalism; police; fire-service; ambulance service; youth and community work; careers in sport; social work; nursing; physiotherapy; sports science and sports medicine; television and radio sports research and reporting; higher education and related fields.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION – ENTRY LEVEL (OPTION C)
Introduction
The Entry Level Certificate is designed for pupils who find difficulty in following a course with a high degree of commitment to written work

The inclusion of pupils with special educational needs is encouraged.
Course Outline
The candidates are required to offer for assessment six different activities from four option groups. This involves choosing one activity from each of the four option groups together with any two other activities. 

Activity Option Groups
The activities include those that appear in the key stage 4 programme of study and a number of others  that will widen the choice and, with the exception of personal fitness, are in the GCSE syllabus.

	Group 1
	Group 2
	Group 3
	Group 4

	
	
	
	

	Gymnastics
	Basketball
	Athletics
	Badminton

	Trampolining
	Cricket

	Personal Fitness
	Squash

	Athletics
	Hockey
	Swimming
	Table Tennis

	Swimming
	Netball

	
	Tennis

	
	Rugby
	
	Volleyball

	
	Soccer

	
	


Assessment of Practical Activities
Assessment in this physical education syllabus is based on a set of practical activities carried out by the learner during the course and witnessed by the teacher. These tasks will allow the teacher to relate the candidate’s performance to the criteria for the performance of practical tasks.

Award and Reporting Attainment
Results will be reported at three levels.

Entry Level 3 (Highest)

Entry Level 2 

Entry Level 1 

PUBLIC SERVICES – BTEC FIRST CERTIFICATE (OPTION D)

This BTEC First Certificate will:
• provide opportunities for pupils to gain a nationally recognised qualification to enter employment in the public service sector or to progress to higher education vocational qualifications such as the Level 3 BTEC National in Public Services

• provide opportunities for pupils to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal qualities and attitudes essential for successful performance in working life.

The BTEC First Certificate in Public Services is designed to equip learners with the knowledge, understanding and skills required for success when moving towards a career in the uniformed services, for example, police, fire and ambulance services, prison service, security or armed services.  The units will allow pupils to discover, for example, the levels of fitness required for each of the uniformed services, such as. the difference between the Royal Marines and the police. They will know by this stage the age and fitness levels, demands that will be made on them and the range of work that they will be expected to fulfil. This should contribute to pupils making an informed choice when they take their next steps.
Evidence for assessment may be generated through a range of activities including assignments, research projects, brochures, logbooks or presentations. Pupils will be encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and achievement. In addition these qualifications support the development of key and basic skills and a range of skills, techniques, personal skills and attitudes essential for successful performance in working life.
The units that make up these qualifications have a strong public services element and are therefore suitable for pupils who may wish move into employment, training or further education in a similar sector such as business or sport.

Unit A: Uniformed Public Service Fitness

 This unit will help pupils to understand the importance of personal health and lifestyle and the impact that it has on their fitness. It will also give them the opportunity to take part in various public service fitness tests and assess their own fitness levels in relation to the required standards of that service. They will also gain knowledge to be able to develop and plan their own training programme.
It will introduce pupils to the basic body systems that are associated with health and fitness and an understanding of basic anatomy and physiology; they will gain knowledge of the effects that exercise will have on these systems. They will develop their knowledge of the importance of lifestyle and nutrition and its effect on their fitness.  Pupils will also look at how various aspects of lifestyles can have a detrimental effect on their health and fitness.
This unit will also give the opportunity to research and undertake some of the various selection and annual fitness tests that are carried out within the public services.  This will give all pupils the knowledge to develop an individual fitness training programme in preparation for entry into their chosen public service.

Unit B: Adventurous Activities and Teamwork for the Public Services

The purpose of this unit is to allow pupils to participate in, and review the benefits of, outdoor activities to both their own skills development and to public service work and training.  They will also investigate youth and community projects in society, focusing on any links they have with the uniformed public services and their work.
The unit will allow the development of many transferable skills such as communication, leadership, discipline and trust that would be of use in many areas of employment and not just in uniformed public service work. 

Unit C: The Value of Sport and Recreation in the Public Services

This unit investigates how sport and recreation benefit the individual members and the services as a whole.  The unit explores the importance of sporting and recreational activities to individuals and the public services, and looks at the organisation of such activities to include safety, teams, clothing, equipment, transport, accommodation, weather, briefings, emergency procedures and fitness.
To successfully complete the unit, pupils need to participate regularly in a sporting or recreational activity. 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES – GCSE (OPTIONS A and D)
In many areas of work, employers look for someone with an enquiring mind, understanding and appreciation of other people's point of view and an ability to reach a clear, informed decision: these are all skills which are developed in religious studies. Studying religion helps you to see the world from many different viewpoints. 

Religious studies is a way of broadening your understanding of the world and people. If you are interested in people and the way they live, religious studies is the subject for you.

Do you have to be ‘religious’ to take an examination in religious studies?  

The simple answer is ‘no’. All courses are open to students of any or no religious persuasion.

What can religious studies offer you?
(a) A recognised and valuable qualification, especially if you are interested in working with people, for instance, nursing, police, teaching, banking, armed forces.

(b) A range of skills with a wide variety of applications. You will develop research skills, interpret information, organise and present work appropriately, analyse issues, form and develop arguments, reach conclusions with relevant evidence. Most importantly, you will need to discuss and debate important issues.

(c) A course that is personally challenging because it raises fundamental questions about human existence. Religion is about people - their behaviour, beliefs, hopes and fears.  

(d) A course that gives you a much broader outlook on life.

The Course

Pupils will study moral and religious issues that are relevant to modern life. They will also examine Christian and Muslim teachings about these issues.

Topics covered include sex, marriage, racism, sexism, God, life after death, violence, war, abortion, capital punishment, animal rights.

The course is split into two:

A. Religion and Life Issues

B. Religion and Human Experience

Assessment

There are two examinations - one for each option. 
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – GCSE

Most pupils at Blaengwawr take at least one design and technology subject to study in years 10 and 11. A design and technology based subject can be studied at GCSE level, vocational GCSE or Entry Level. The subject covers the entire ability range and caters for a wide range of interests.

The Design and Technology Department has excellent facilities, which range from traditional machinery and tools to the very latest in computerised design and manufacturing equipment, CAD/CAM. To allow maximum access to these facilities all subjects operate after school clubs throughout the year.
At GCSE level the following options are available: design and technology – food, design and technology – graphic products, design and technology – resistant materials, design and technology – product design. 
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – GCSE  ASSESSMENT

All the GCSE courses in design and technology follow an identical system of assessment:

Practical Work
This develops practical skills and subject specific knowledge throughout the course

Coursework 


Worth 60% of the marks, based on one major project 

Theory examination
Worth 40% of the marks, based on:

· A core paper – sat by all design and technology students, and

· A focus subject paper – sat by design and technology students who study a particular subject within design and technology.

All the following subjects can be studied at Higher (A* to D) or Foundation Level (C to G)

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY:  GRAPHIC PRODUCTS – GCSE (OPTION A)
The course reflects the growing emphasis on graphic and technical illustration in the real world.

The syllabus covers a broad area of the curriculum, which develops skills as diverse as graphic illustration, engineering drawing; sketching, computer-aided design (CAD), and computer aided manufacture (CAM).

Pupils, as part of their GCSE examination, must produce a project, which is worth 60 per cent of the final part and may rely on computer aided design (CAD); the department is blessed with a professional range of computers and computer software to help the pupils in this area.

Career opportunities
Design and technology is a university-recognised subject as well as for the more traditional career route through craft apprenticeships. It is also a useful subject for computing and new technology based activities as it provokes a problem solving approach. This course will provide students who have a more creative, rather than technological bias, with an opportunity to pursue careers in design areas such as furniture, graphics and advertising as well as college of art and university courses.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY:  FOOD – GCSE (OPTION B)
This is a practical subject, the course being based on the production of marketable food products.

Pupils will develop and use food preparation to design and make products to suit a wide variety of needs. 

Pupils will also be expected to use the skills of analysis, investigation and evaluation, which will often involve independent work and research outside school hours. The course also develops ICT skills through use of computers in the research, design and development of food products.

Included in the syllabus are nutrition and menu planning, food presentation, sensory analysis of food, packaging design and market research, as well as basic practical food skills.

Career opportunities
This design and technology subject has an obvious link to a career in the ever expanding food and catering industries. It provides ample practical experience whilst giving students a technological and problem solving capability.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY:  RESISTANT MATERIALS – GCSE (OPTION B)


This is a practical subject. It is concerned with designing and making through the development of skills in a range of materials, which will include, wood, metal, and plastic. Pupils will become confident in the use of tools, machines and information and communication technology. All students will gain experience of computer-aided designing (CAD) and computer aided manufacturing (CAM) during the course.

The subject is broad and balanced and can utilise the interests of candidates to form the basis of project work. As well as designing and making skills, skills of analysis, investigation and evaluation are also developed. These skills are key areas of learning in many other GCSE subjects. There is also opportunity to assess the ever-increasing role of design and technology in today's society. 

Career Opportunities
Career opportunities in design and technology are ever increasing. The course is preparation for the engineering/modern apprentice route or through AS and A2 level design and technology to higher education and degree courses in a variety of different subjects from architecture to aeronautical engineering, interior design to surveying, advertising to theatre design and, of course, a teaching qualification.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY: PRODUCT DESIGN GCSE (OPTION B)
One of the main aims of the course is to provide, through well-designed practical work, a worthwhile educational experience for all pupils, whether or not they intend to go on to study product design beyond this level. 

It is the ideal course for a pupil wishing to enter a design or technological vocation and will give a sound base of understanding and knowledge for a natural progression to the GCE AS and A2 level courses. Product design is taught in a pleasant, well-equipped environment. The course also develops an awareness of the social, economic and environmental implications of the technological age in which we live. The subject combines systems and control (electronics), resistant materials and graphics to analyse, evaluate and create products.
Career opportunities
This design and technology subject has an obvious link to careers in the design or technology sectors. Career opportunities can vary from technician, apprenticeship to a university degree. It provides ample practical experience whilst giving pupils a technological and problem solving capability.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – ENTRY LEVEL / GCSE (OPTION D)
This subject builds on the work carried out in key stage 3 in technology. Pupils will have experience of working with a wide range of tools, machines and materials, using food, ICT and resistant materials. This is a practical subject with the emphasis on making.

At Entry Level coursework will be made up of projects which are carried out over two years and this will make up 80 per cent of your work; the final examination is worth 20 per cent and will be based on the experience gained in the three areas throughout the course.

Design technology can be studied to a higher level. All pupils will have the opportunity to study this subject at GCSE level and all pupils will have the opportunity to gain a Basic Food Hygiene Certificate. This certificate is an excellent first qualification in the food and catering industries.

Please note that this is a course primarily for pupils who are studying for Entry Level Certificate in other subjects. If this option is chosen, in order to cover the work necessary for GCSE Technology: Resistant Materials, the time allocation for this option is ten periods per fortnight (equivalent to two options). The extra time is taken from science meaning that pupils who follow this option will study for Entry Level Certificate in science. Their science allocation will be five periods per fortnight.
WHAT DO I DO NOW?

Before making your final choice of subjects you would be advised to:
1.
Read this booklet with your parents.

2.
Talk to your subject teachers about your abilities and prospects.

3.
Discuss the choice with your parents.

4.
Consult the school's careers staff for advice. 




5.
Discuss your possible choice with your form tutor and head of learning.

Once you have chosen the subjects you would like to study, you should see the contact teacher for each subject and obtain his/her signature in the appropriate box on the Options Form included with this brochure.
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