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Headmaster's
Message

In this our first newsletter of
2010 we reflect on some of
the memorable moments of
the school year to date.
Summer Saw some
outstanding examination
results, and we feature
Natalie  Williams  who
achieved the highest A level
mark of everyone in Wales in
history, and four pupils in
year 10 (last year) who have
already reached the benchmark figure of 5 A*-C
grades at GCSE a year early.

We also bring you up to date with our new scheme
to reward achievement in key stage 3, which has
made a really positive impact in the Autumn Term.
And, as usual, we feature biographies of our new
staff and an article about the School Council.

Blaengwawr continues its success in competitions,
with excellent results in the Welsh Cup for the under
16 soccer team, and a first prize in RCT’s Robot Wars
competition. |1 hope that you enjoy reading about
these successes, together with all the departmental
news in this newsletter.

Also, please note the changes in the school calendar
that we had to make owing to the time lost in
January due to the snow - particularly the new date
for the Presentation Evemng D.S. Evans

Diary Dates

February-June 2010

Thursday 11 February Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Monday 15 February  Half Term begins

Friday 19 February Half Term ends
Wednesday 24/25 Feb GCSE Science modules
Monday 1 March Eisteddfod Concert (school
time)

GCSE Mathematics modules
Year 9 Options issued

Year 11 Mock interviews
Year 9 Parents’ Evening
Year 10 Parents’ Evening
Presentation Evening

Tuesday 2 March
Wednesday 3 March
Thursday 4/5 March
Wednesday 10 March
Tuesday 16 March
Thursday 18 March
Friday 26 March
Spring Term

Summer Term begins
Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Monday 12 April
Thursday 15 April

Monday 3 May May Day Holiday
Thursday 6 May Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Friday 14 May Year 11 Leavers’ Ceremony
Monday 17 May GCSE Examinations begin
Monday 31 May Half Term begins

Year 7 reports issued. End of =

Blaengwawr's produces Wales'
History Student of the Year

Natalie Williams the former Head Girl of
Blaengwawr Comprehensive School is the 2009
recipient of the Frampton History Prize for best
performance in A level history. The prize, worth
£100, is awarded by the Royal Historical
Society to pupils who gain the top marks in A
level history examinations for each of the
United Kingdom’s Examination boards. The
Royal Historical Society award a number of
prizes each year to recognise outstanding
historical scholarship and achievement.

Natalie studied British and European History following the WJEC syllabus.
The course involved six units of study each of which was examined by a
terminal paper. In five of these units Natalie attained maximum marks,
only dropping seven marks in total.

Natalie, from Herbert Street in Aberdare, is an outstanding all-round
student who achieved straight A grades in English, mathematics and
biology as well as her amazing result in history. She is keen to thank the
efforts of all the teaching staff at Blaengwawr Comprehensive School for
their support during her studies, particularly the help and encouragement

! she received from her history teacher, Mr. G. Holt and her headteacher, Mr.

D. S. Evans. Natalie has continued her historical studies at Cardiff
University, enrolling as a first year student in the autumn. We wish her all
the best in her studies.
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Blaengwawr pupils achieve
success ahead of schedule
Four pupils in year 11 have tasted
GCSE success ahead of schedule by
completing their examinations in five
- subjects a year early. The girls have
already secured A*-C grades in English
language, mathematics, science, film
~ studies and information  and
communication technology. All four
pupils have gained a number of A* and
A grades between them and they are
looking forward to further GCSE
examination success this summer.

me .’eft to nghr' Jod:e Cab!e Cait{yn
Smith, Shannon Jackson and Rosie
Barton
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