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Headmaster's
Message

In this our first newsletter of
2010 we reflect on some of
the memorable moments of
the school year to date.
Summer Saw some
outstanding examination
results, and we feature
Natalie  Williams  who
achieved the highest A level
mark of everyone in Wales in
history, and four pupils in
year 10 (last year) who have
already reached the benchmark figure of 5 A*-C
grades at GCSE a year early.

We also bring you up to date with our new scheme
to reward achievement in key stage 3, which has
made a really positive impact in the Autumn Term.
And, as usual, we feature biographies of our new
staff and an article about the School Council.

Blaengwawr continues its success in competitions,
with excellent results in the Welsh Cup for the under
16 soccer team, and a first prize in RCT’s Robot Wars
competition. |1 hope that you enjoy reading about
these successes, together with all the departmental
news in this newsletter.

Also, please note the changes in the school calendar
that we had to make owing to the time lost in
January due to the snow - particularly the new date
for the Presentation Evemng D.S. Evans

Diary Dates

February-June 2010

Thursday 11 February Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Monday 15 February  Half Term begins

Friday 19 February Half Term ends
Wednesday 24/25 Feb GCSE Science modules
Monday 1 March Eisteddfod Concert (school
time)

GCSE Mathematics modules
Year 9 Options issued

Year 11 Mock interviews
Year 9 Parents’ Evening
Year 10 Parents’ Evening
Presentation Evening

Tuesday 2 March
Wednesday 3 March
Thursday 4/5 March
Wednesday 10 March
Tuesday 16 March
Thursday 18 March
Friday 26 March
Spring Term

Summer Term begins
Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Monday 12 April
Thursday 15 April

Monday 3 May May Day Holiday
Thursday 6 May Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Friday 14 May Year 11 Leavers’ Ceremony
Monday 17 May GCSE Examinations begin
Monday 31 May Half Term begins

Year 7 reports issued. End of =

Blaengwawr's produces Wales'
History Student of the Year

Natalie Williams the former Head Girl of
Blaengwawr Comprehensive School is the 2009
recipient of the Frampton History Prize for best
performance in A level history. The prize, worth
£100, is awarded by the Royal Historical
Society to pupils who gain the top marks in A
level history examinations for each of the
United Kingdom’s Examination boards. The
Royal Historical Society award a number of
prizes each year to recognise outstanding
historical scholarship and achievement.

Natalie studied British and European History following the WJEC syllabus.
The course involved six units of study each of which was examined by a
terminal paper. In five of these units Natalie attained maximum marks,
only dropping seven marks in total.

Natalie, from Herbert Street in Aberdare, is an outstanding all-round
student who achieved straight A grades in English, mathematics and
biology as well as her amazing result in history. She is keen to thank the
efforts of all the teaching staff at Blaengwawr Comprehensive School for
their support during her studies, particularly the help and encouragement

! she received from her history teacher, Mr. G. Holt and her headteacher, Mr.

D. S. Evans. Natalie has continued her historical studies at Cardiff
University, enrolling as a first year student in the autumn. We wish her all
the best in her studies.

= ; . ! oy : .
Blaengwawr pupils achieve
success ahead of schedule
Four pupils in year 11 have tasted
GCSE success ahead of schedule by
completing their examinations in five
- subjects a year early. The girls have
already secured A*-C grades in English
language, mathematics, science, film
~ studies and information  and
communication technology. All four
pupils have gained a number of A* and
A grades between them and they are
looking forward to further GCSE
examination success this summer.

me .’eft to nghr' Jod:e Cab!e Cait{yn
Smith, Shannon Jackson and Rosie
Barton
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New Staff September 2009

Mr. M. R. Addis (Head of Boys’ Physical
. - Education)

Mr. Addis lives in Church
Village near Pontypridd with
his wife and two young
children,  although  he
originally hails from the
Glyncoch area of Pontypridd.

. He graduated from the

y University of Glamorgan
with a degree in Sports
Science and completed a PGCE at Brighton University. He
started his teaching career at Maiden Hill Comprehensive
School in Stroud, where he progressed to the position of
Head of Boys’ P.E. Department.

Mr. Addis has played first-class rugby for a number of
different clubs in South Wales during his career, and he is
currently playing for Caerphilly R.E.C. in the First Division
(East) of the WRU league structure,

Mrs. H. Amos (English and Drama)

Mrs. Amos is originally from
Southampton in Hampshire, but
moved to South Wales to study
for her degree at the Welsh
College of Music & Drama. She
currently lives in Pentyrch with
her husband and two young
daughters. She began her
teaching career in Bettws High
School in Newport and then
moved onto Willows High School
in Tremorfa, Cardiff. She was appointed to the position of
Head of Drama at Tonypandy Community School, until she
took a career break for five years to bring up her daughters.
Mrs. Amos returned to teaching at Tonypandy Community
School last year, but now joins us at Blaengwawr with an
infectious passion for drama as a means of giving pupils a
chance to express themselves through their learing.
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Mr. S. Alexander (Head of Geography)

A graduate of Middlesex
University, Mr. Alexander has
moved to South Wales from
Swindon and he is currently
living in the picturesque
town of Brecon. He
previously taught geography
at Cirencester Deer Park
School in Gloucestershire. He
is @ massive Swindon Town
fan and he has watched the
‘Robins’ lose to the ‘Bluebirds’ of Cardiff City on many
occasions. In his free time, Mr. Alexander is a keen
volcanologist, he enjoys visiting and climbing volcanoes,
not watching Star Trek! He also enjoys road cycling and
collecting 1950s radios and furniture,

Miss A. S. Berry (Head of Science)

Miss Berry is from the Risca
area just outside Newport, so
she travels a considerable
~ distance every day to lead
the science department here
at Blaengwawr. Her degree
course was at Swansea
University & she was
originally an environmental
chemist with the steel
manufacturing  company
Corus, so she has extensive experience of the world of heavy
industry. She started her teaching career at Bettws High
School in Newport, where she was rapidly promoted to the
position of key stage 3 co-ordinator for science. Miss Berry
then moved on to Hartridge High School, Newport to the
position of second in charge of the science department and
this September joined us at Blaengwawr as Head of Science.

Mr. N. Brock (E3+ Co-ordinator)

Mr. Brock is a familiar face around the school as he was
previously our 5X60 officer, responsible for organising
sporting activities during lunchtimes and after school. He
has now been appointed as the school’s €3+ co-ordinator,
responsible for extra-curricular activities that extend,
enrich and excite our pupils by providing them with
learning experiences that they would normally encounter
during the school day.
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Dysgu Wrth Deithio

During the October half term, 5 AS level pupils studying second
language Welsh from Blaengwawr and 7 AS level pupils studying =~

first language Welsh from Ysgol Gyfun Cymraeg Rhydywaun #%
visited Paris for a two day stay. The frip was organised by the ;
Welsh learners organisation, ‘Menter laith’ and the media
corporation, Young Wales. The purpose of the trip was to
compare the French way of life with the Welsh way of life. The
title of the trip was “Dysgu Wrth Deithio”, meaning “Learning by
Travelling” and was intended to help our second language pupils
gain confidence in using and speaking Welsh.

In Paris, the pupils stayed in the 5* Marriot Villas equipped with
a swimming pool, golf course and gym. The luxurious
surroundings of the villas were very attractive to many of the
pupils and they were reluctant to leave them behind at the the
end of the their stay.

During the trip, the pupils had the opportunity to make a film of =&
the events of the two days. The first subject of the film involved the preparation of a traditional French three course meal. The
traditional meal included onion soup, bagettes and crepes. The food however wasn't to everyone taste with one pupil admitting,
“I would have prefered to go to Mcdonalds!” So much for nouvelle cuisine!

During the second day, the pupils had the chance to visit the magical Disney Parks. Here, the pupils were able to explore on their
own and the thrill seekers of the group were able to take on the major rides such as, ‘Rock ‘n’ Roll Coaster’, “The Tower of
Terror’ and ‘Space Mountain: Mission 2.

The pupils used a small hand held video camera to capture the events of the two days on film. The primary focus of the film
was to capture the use of Welsh within the group during their visit. The Blaengwawr pupils admit they weren’t extremely
confident in using Welsh before the trip, but now they feel after spending two days with the fluent pupils from Rhydywaun,
their confidence to converse in the Welsh language has improved considerably. The pupils are hoping, with help from “Young
Wales”, to use the footage captured to produce a short programme of their visit for S4C.

Our AS Welsh pupils would like to say “diolch yn fawr” to Mrs Morgan who made this trip possible and also for helping them
achieve what they have achieved in Welsh to date.

Nathan Jones - 12C

Having Fun with Electricity

Pupils in year 7 have been studying electricity in science this year.
They have assembled and investigated both series and parallel
circuits and investigated the size of the current flowing through
different lengths of fuse wire. As a final experiment to illustrate
their knowledge of electrical circuits the pupils designed and built
electrical ‘loop and wire’ games. The object of the game was to
be able to pass the copper loop over a length of wire twisted into
a variety of shapes without setting off a buzzer and lighting a
lamp. The games were so successfully designed that pupils from
other years within the school were challenged to complete the
length of wire for a Children in Need event. Needless to say not
one pupil completed the length of wire without setting off the
buzzer.

John Adams and Keegan Lloyd, year 7 pupils in the PASE class,
demonstrate their electrical wire and loop game
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School Council

The School Council has two primary objectives:

* To maintain and promote the image of Blaengwawr
Comprehensive School as a centre of excellence for
learning and teaching throughout the local
community.

* To create an environment within the school that can
be enjoyed safely by all pupils regardless of ability,
ethnicity and gender.

The Council is divided into two teams, the Upper and
Lower Councils, the Lower Council consisting of pupil
representatives from years 7, 8 and 9, and the Upper
Council of student representatives from years 10, 11
and sixth form. The teams have been assigned specific
roles to help the council work smoothly and effectively.

Representatives of the School Council : ; ;
P E o The School Council would like to encourage all pupils,

yes that’s YOU, to propose sensible ideas that will improve the school environment. The Council provides an opportunity for all
pupils to contribute to the continuous improvement to the school’s image and is the focus for the pupils’ voice within the school.
The Council wants pupils to be creative in their ideas and is eager to stress that all sensible proposals will be discussed and
championed if they suggest ways in which life in Blaengwawr can be improved for pupils, staff and visitors to the school.

Finally, the Council would like to encourage all pupils to keep an eye on the school council” designated notice board (outside the
English department), as details of progress on the many ideas discussed to date will be posted on a regular basis. Some of these
initiatives are very exciting and hopefully will increase pupils’ enjoyment of school.

Don't forget! Please view the notice board for more information.

Rhys' Robot Wrecks Rivals in
Robot Racing Regatta

Rhondda-Cynon-Taf Library Services organised an initiative to raise
literacy levels in boys aged between 12 and 14 within the county. The
initiative involved boys working with a rap artist to construct and perform
their own raps. It also involved designing model robots using Knex and
then using their models to construct full size robots from a variety of
materials. This culminated in a ‘Robot Wars’ event based on the Channel
4 programme, where the boys raced their robots against one another until
an overall champion was declared. A number of boys from Blaengwawr
took part in the event, co-ordinated by Mr. J. Rugman (Basic Skills Co-
ordinator), and thoroughly enjoyed all aspects of the initiative. We are
especially pleased with the effort of Rhys Cook (8C) who won the overall
trophy for the best designed and fastest robot during the ‘Robot Wars’
finale.

Adam Lloyd and Rhys Cook with their robots and Rhys" winning trophy
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Year 6 pupils build bridges in their journey to
Blaengwawr

Year 6 pupils show their flair for civil engineering design Miss L Webb of the Design Technology Department lends a helping hand

Year 6 pupils from Blaengwawr’s feeder primary schools spent a very busy but rewarding day in November, designing and building
bridges with assistance from staff in the design technology department. The day’s programme introduces pupils to the world of
work through a civil engineering design and construction project. Pupils develop their problem solving and teamwork skills during
the day as they try to build a bridge that will support a known weight. The day forms part of the school’s extensive transition
programme from key stage 2 to key stage 3 which is viewed by the school as a vital strategy for pupils to build on their learming
in primary school and make a success of their move to the secondary school environment here at Blaengwawr.

Blaengwawr Harvest Festival 2009

ll “J IiHH“l Ilm’ '““ |” | Ll On 22 October Blaengwawr opened its doors to some,
| )y Al 1@ | I mostly familiar, welcome faces from our local community to
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help us celebrate the harvest festival. Light refreshments
y were prepared and served by year 12 pupils to pensioners
: from the surrounding areas during a pleasant aftermoon tea
service.

Our guests were entertained with a number of musical items
performed by pupils from the school, a brain-straining quiz
prepared by the Headmaster, Mr. D. S. Evans, and a couple
of games of bingo, with numbers called by Mr. M. C. Ryan
who also acted as compere for the afternoon’s
entertainment.

The school choir (currently comprising of 75 pupils) performed a number of topical songs, which were well received by our
appreciative audience. There were also solo performances from Ffion Jones (vocalist) and Nathan Jones (piano) as well as
memorable debut performance on the cornet by Carwyn Davies of year 7, which was a one of the highlights of the afternoon.

All our visitors left with harvest gifts of food (brought in by lower school pupils) and we look forward to seeing them for our
harvest tea next year.

We would like to extend our thanks to Mr. S. Edwards (Head of Music) for his efforts in preparing the musical items with expertise
and patience, Mrs. K. Clarke (Head of 6th form) for her organisational abilities with the year 12 pupils in preparing and hosting
the afternoon tea. Last, but most definitely not least, we would like to thank Miss H. Wagner for her superb organisational skills
and eye for detail without whom the event would not run as smoothly as it does.
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